Morningside
Elementary
School



Orientation 2.0

It’s been a long, long time since we had a “normal” year at MES. What does that look

like? What can you expect from the school? From PTA? From Foundation?
What can you do, as a parent, in making this all possible?

Today’s Agenda:

Who Does What: APS, MES Admin, Teachers/Staff, PTA, Foundation, GO Team
Meetings, Meetings, Meetings

Events & Activities: PTA-Sponsored and School-Sponsored

School Procedures

Communication Channels, Apps & Websites

Next Parent U - Testing!






Morningside Elementary School

Foundation PTA ==

Funding e MES Parent donations along with employer matching e MES Parent and Teacher membership dues
donations _ e Boosterthon fundraiser
e 1-2 corporate donations e Dolphin Donors (MES families and local businesses)
e Spring Auction/Casino Night fundraiser
Focus e Foster teaching excellence and enhance student achievement | ¢ Parent communication and engagement
e Technology purchases (smart boards, student computers, e Teacher appreciation and support, including supplies
document cameras, virtual learning aids) e Community-building and Enrichment activities (Halloween
e Curriculum investments to support school’s strategic plan Carnival, Family Science Night, Variety Show)
(Handwriting without Tears, ixL and other student apps) e Technology and innovation (devices, grants)
e Teacher training (Orton-Gillingham training, Gifted teacher e Curriculum support (Dolphin Toolkits, library materials)
certifications) e Partnerships and Philanthropy (Dolphins Do Good)
Composition |e Volunteer Board of 5-15 parents e Membership open to all MES parents and teachers
e Meetings attended by MES Leadership, a faculty e Volunteer Board with Executive Committee of 10-15 parents
representative, and a PTA representative e Meetings attended by MES leadership and a Foundation
representative
Notes and Other Organizations

e The Foundation and PTA are both 501(c)(3) organizations separate from APS and all donations are tax-deductible
o Foundation raises and spends between $100,000 and $150,000 annually; it is a wholly independent organization
o PTA raises and spends around $200,000 annually; it operates under the auspices of state and national PTA organizations and the
membership votes to approve the PTA annual budget
° MES Parents have the opportunity to run for a position on MES’s GO Team as voted on by the entire MES community
o GO Teams also include the principal, elected staff representatives and community members
o Go Teams provide input into the school budget and curriculum, and work with the principal to establish the school's strategic plan and

monitor achievement of goals.




Meetings, Meetings, Meetings...

MES Meetings

Principal Coffees/Chats (monthly; in-person)
PTA General Membership Meetings
(August, January/February, April; in-person);
MES admin report

Other: EIP/GATE info session, Safety &
Security - throughout the school year
(virtual or in-person)

GO Team Meetings (typically monthly;
live-streamed via MES YouTube channel);
MES admin report

Cluster Advisory Team (CAT) Meetings (Zoom)
o Administrator and GO Team rep from each
school in the Midtown cluster

APS Meetings

Atlanta Board of Education (monthly;
in-person and streamed via Facebook Live)
Atlanta Board of Education Community
Meetings (monthly; hosted by each district
rep via Zoom)

APS Facilities Master Plan

New K-5 at Inman



Events & Activities: PTA-Sponsored

Monster Bash - 10/29

Boosterthon - 11/7-15: Dolphin Dash Fun Runon 11/15
Family Science Night - 2/15-16

Teacher Appreciation Week - 3/27-31

MES Arts Showcase - 4/23

Book Fair

No Place for Hate (district-wide program in collaboration with counseling)
Dolphins Do Good

Playdates in the Park - Grade-level social gatherings

Lost & Found, Campus Clean-Ups






School Procedures

What if we are late?

What if | need to get my kid early?

11:00 - when the magic happens

What if my kid is absent? mesnotes@atlanta.k12.ga.us
What if it's my kid’s birthday?

How do | pay for breakfast/lunch at school?

What if | want to bring my kid tacos for lunch?

How and by when to change dismissal?









Who can help me?

e Teacher...and Room Parent

e School Resources:
o  Admin (Ms. Sofianos, Dr. Sinclair, Mr. Baron),
o Student Services (Ms. Deal, Mr. LaSalle, Ms. Austin, ESOL, Early Intervention, Special Ed),
o Front Office (Ms. Owens, Ms. Parham),
o  Mes. Chiodi, Nurse Petty, Officer Louis

e APS District & Board of Education Members - Let’s Talk submission system



Next Parent University: Testing!

Join us Thursday, November 3rd at 8am
Mr. Baron presenting an overview of testing and assessment

Submit questions and requested topics via the linked form in the Digital
Dolphin announcement!



